Re-evaluating professional autonomy in health care.
Professional autonomy, as the symbol of the traditional freedom of decision-making of medical professionals is criticized. This essay examines the critique. It analyses the underlying assumption that the autonomy of health professionals is incompatible with the need for organisation and management in order to control rising health care costs. It is argued that the concept of professional autonomy should be redefined, not through restricting the decision-making freedom of individual health professionals, but through expanding the concept into the sphere of management, so that managers will take responsibility for patient care.